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Abstract

This presentation highlights how deep neural networks enable
new studies about protest dynamics. Images can be used to study
the role of emotions, media behavior, and violence. New models
significantly increase the precision and recall of protest images, ex-
panding the scope of events under study. These models also im-
prove the understanding of protester and police behavior. Inter-
pretation of neural network decision making is difficult, but there
are several approaches that facilitate interpretability.
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Biography

Professor Steinert-Threlkeld is an Associate Professor
of Public Policy at UCLA’s Luskin School of Public
Affairs. His research seeks to understand protest
dynamics using natural language processing, artificial
intelligence, and large-scale simulations. He has stud-
ied protests around the world, including the Arab
Spring, East Asia, and the Americas. His newest work
looks at evasion of the Great Firewall in China during
COVID-19, signalling on social media during the Syrian
civil war, how state violence can make protests smaller
or larger, and the effect of social media taxation.
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