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Biography

Guanxi research would benefit from an empirical portrayal of holis�c guanxi network 
structures and considera�on of sociologically meaningful antecedents such as one’s 
cultural value endorsement. This study, drawing on the reported trustworthiness of a 
rich array of referees in one’s guanxi network collected from the Tradi�onal Culture and 
Cogni�ve Pa�ern Survey, iden�fies two types of guanxi network structures in contemp-
orary China: one is featured by the binary dis�nc�on between family and non-family 
referees, and the other displays a fourfold classifica�on scheme, respec�vely concerning 
parents, nuclear family members (children and spouse), other rela�ves and close 
friends, and acquaintances. Furthermore, tradi�onal culture endorsement is posi�vely 
correlated with the likelihood of being subject to the binary classifica�on scheme, while 
some counter social forces, such as the establishment of fic�ve kinship rela�onships and 
the subjec�ve differen�a�on of family members, encourage one to lean toward the 
more fine-grained fourfold guanxi network par��oning. 
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