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Abstract

Since the mid-1920s, Chinese sociologists have explored different paths
toward the localization/sinicization of social sciences. While sociologists are
now invited by the Chinese government to develop “social sciences with Chi-
nese characteristics” and an “autonomous system of knowledge” to “tell
beautiful stories about China,” vigorous academic debates are ongoing. Based
on the International Chinese Sociologists Value survey, our article explores the
possible structural homology between the position of Chinese sociologists
and their position taking on the localization debate by using geometrical data
analysis, that are methods belonging to “Machine Learning” and widely used
by Pierre Bourdieu for its capacity to investigate the “relational nature” of
societies.

While focusing on the specific cases of Chinese sociologists, this seminar will
be an opportunity for computational social scientists to become more familiar
with Geometrical Data Analysis, also named Correspondence Analysis and Re-
lated Methods.
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