
Biography
Dr Olga Boichak is a Lecturer in Digital Cultures at 
the University of Sydney (Australia), where she 
leads the Computa�onal Social Science Lab. She 
writes for a range of academic and popular media 
on the topics of par�cipatory cultures, infrastruc-
tures, and remote humanitarianism surrounding 
Russia’s war against Ukraine. She is currently work-
ing on a project that maps topographies of digital 
sovereignty as part of her Australian Research Coun-
cil DECRA fellowship.

Webinar of Computa�onal Social Science Laboratory (CSSL@CUHK)

when social science 
meets computer science...

Webinar Links

Social media have reconfigured the interna�onal relief landscape by opening discur-
sive spaces for grassroots storytelling and ac�vism. Bringing the images of distant 
suffering closer than ever before and affording an array of opportuni�es for framing, 
represen�ng, and responding to crisis events, pla�orms have shi�ed the rela�onship 
between informa�on and capacity for ac�on. This shi� has precipitated the move of 
geographically dispersed humanitarian actors from the margins of the global geopolit-
ical landscape toward its centre. Situa�ng the inquiry in the context of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, this presenta�on foregrounds par�cipa�ve humanitarian pa�erns 
across pla�orm-mediated interna�onal communi�es at scale. In doing so, it raises a 
series of important ques�ons regarding values, mo�va�ons, and responsibili�es of 
witnessing remote wars that hit close to home.
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